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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION ; 

Please add the following new paragraph. 

On page 1 of the specification, before line 1, insert: 

-This application is a continuation (and claims the benefit of priority under 35 U.S.C. § 
120) of pending U.S. application serial no. 10/036,022, filed December 26, 2001, which is a 
divisional of pending U.S. iapplication serial no. 09/660,151, filed September 13, 2000, which is 
a continuation of U.S. application serial no. 09/351,588, filed July 12, 1999, now U.S. Pat. No. 
6,151,745, which is a continuation of U.S. application serial no. 08/730,286, filed November 30, 
1996, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,987,688, which is a continuation of 08/554,931, filed November 9, 
1995, abandoned.- 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 6, line 23 with the following: 
-Suitable thermoplastic elastomers are those which have sufficient stiffiiess and hardness 
for effective gum massage and to resist tearing and/or excessive wear during use, while being 
sufficiently soft to provide comfort and avoid gum irritation during gum massage. Suitable 
thermoplastic elastomers include polyetheramides, e.g., PEBAX polymers (Elf Atochem); 
polyesters, e.g. HYTREL polymers (Dupont); styrene-ethylene-butylene-styrene block 
copolymers, styrene-butadiene-styrene block copoymers, and styrene-isoprene-styrene block 
copolymers, e.g. KRATON rubbers (Shell); polyurethanes, e.g., PELLETHANE polyurethanes 
(DOW); polyolefm elastomers, e.g. SANTOPREKE elastomers (Advanced Elastomer Systems); 
and mixtures thereof Poly(ether-amide) block copolymers having the general formula 
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where PA=polyamide segment and PE=polyether segment, commercially available under the 
tradename PEBAX polymers, are particularly preferred. Of these, a copolymer of nylon 12 and 
poly(tetramethylene glycol) having th e g e neral formula commercially available under the 
tradename PEBAX MX- 1205 polymer is particularly preferred. Another preferred thermoplastic 
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elastomer comprises a blend of a polyamide sold under the tradename PEBAX 2533 and a block 
copolymer sold under the tradename KRATON G-6713, preferably containing about 90 % of the 
polyamide and 10 % of the block copolymer. This blend provides good softness without 
tackiness or weakness.— 



